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FOLLOWING THE SPIRIT
in Uncertain Times

ABOVE: Josh Wetmore teaches gradeschoolers in El Cedro, El Salvador, math, geography, English, and more.

COVER PHOTO: Current and returned Maryknoll lay missioners, staff, friends, board members, and guests gathered
during the Golden Jubilee Reunion in mid August on the grounds of the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers in Ossining.

his year, 2025, marked Maryknoll Lay Mission-
ers' 50th Jubilee. The Jubilee created opportu-
nities to celebrate the past, reflect on today's
challenges and to set our vision toward a horizon
that still requires courage, faith, hope, and love in
a new world. It was more than a milestone; it also
marked a new beginning that is already in motion.

The year of Jubilee included the initiation of a new
collaborative in El Paso, Texas with the Maryknoll Sis-
ters. The Maryknoll Monarch Initiative was launched
in March as an educational and training initiative
with an emphasis on nonviolence, human migration,
and care for the earth.

In May 2025, the international membership
initiative became a reality. Three missioners from El
Salvador were recruited, trained, and commissioned
to serve in Bolivia. Also, Maryknoll lay missioners
responded to special assignments in Uganda and
Lebanon as the organization leans into our com-
mitment to nonviolence. Seasoned missioners
responded with restorative justice training and
accompanied people who have suffered the long
scars of violence.

With new directions come new challenges and
familiar difficulties. MKLM continues to navigate
the obstacles to sustainability as the world geo-so-
cial-political context has impacted resources and
competition for donations has increased. Many

nonprofit organizations experienced a decrease in
volunteers after the COVID-19 pandemic, and as
other options for service within the U.S. become
pronounced, it is necessary to do more outreach
and education about mission, the lay vocation, and
global solidarity.

In his keynote address at our Jubilee celebration,
Bishop John Stowe of Kentucky reminded Maryknoll
of the special gifts that the call to mission grants
to those who respond. Quoting Pope Francis, he
emphasized the church'’s call to move from the cen-
ter to the peripheries, from maintenance to mission.
And he encouraged us to make the stories of this
lived experience examples of interconnectedness
and testimonies of God's presence everywhere.

This is still the purpose that sets Maryknoll lay
missioners apart, it is the gift that we are given to
share. We go forth listening to both visionaries and
pragmatists to follow the Spirit in uncertain times.
We are deeply grateful to our benefactors and all
who support Maryknoll lay missioners and their min-
istries. We invite all people of goodwill to walk with
us into the next chapter of mission — through your
prayers, your financial support and in solidarity.

In mission,

ke 2l

Elvira Ramirez Mike Wrob
Executive Director Chair, Board of Directors
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STORIES IN 2025

Celebrating 50 YEARS
MARYKNOLL LAY MISSIONERS

The 2025 fiscal year saw Maryknoll Lay Missioners celebrate its 50th anniversary. The yearlong celebration
culminated in a Golden Jubilee reunion in August 2025 on the Maryknoll campus in Ossining, New York.

Although lay missioners had in prior decades informally participated in Maryknoll’s mission work (since
1930), it was in 1975 that the Maryknoll lay mission association was officially launched as a joint program
of the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers and the Maryknoll Sisters. It became a separate but interdependent
entity within the Maryknoll family in 1994.

Over the past 50 years, nearly 1,000 men, women and children have been sent to 35 different countries in a
legacy of service and accompaniment. The lay mission organization has been committed to responding to
the Gospel call to live and work with people in need across the globe.

The golden anniversary was both a time of reflection and an opportunity to look to the future of mission in
an ever-changing world. “How profound it is to contemplate where we came from and where we are going,”
said Executive Director Elvira Ramirez. “Only the wealth of stories of the many who have served could begin
ABOVE: Group reflection on nonviolence training. to recount the history that is MKLM.”
BELOW: The Berry-Stablein family (Class of 2016), who served in
Tanzania, leads a prayer at the Jubilee celebration.

Read stories ABOVE: Maryknoll lay missioner Joe Loney
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the jubilee’s closing liturgy.

Fathers and Brothers in Ossining.
BELOW: Returned missioners Liz Mach, left, and Mary Orth-Lauer (Class
of 1976) renew their commitment to living a life of mission during the
Mass (OSV News photo).

Bishop John Stowe of Lexington, Kentucky, celebrates Mass
Aug. 16 at the Maryknoll Society Center (OSV News photo).
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In March 2025 Ana Morales, Gaby Herndndez, and Wilber Montoya receive a

sending blessing at Cristo Salvador Parish in San Salvador, El Salvador.

RIGHT: In Entre Rios, Bolivia,
Wilber Montoya watches

Don Victor hold up his son,
Dilan, after delivering a new
mattress for their home.

WELCOMING OUR FIRST GROUP OF
INTERNATIONAL MEMBERS

In 2025, Maryknoll Lay Missioners expanded to welcome international membership. During
the organization’s first 50 years, membership was limited to U.S. citizens or residents (and
their spouses). The Expanded Mission Assembly in 2022 initiated a process to open MKLM
to international members. In 2025 that process came to fruition when three candidates
from El Salvador successfully completed the admissions process and an eight-week
orientation and formation process.

In May in Cochabamba, Bolivia, we joyfully commissioned Gaby Herndndez, Wilber
Montoya, and Ana Morales as our newest Maryknoll lay missioners. Ana and Gaby are

now working in Bolivia’s Amazon region to support indigenous communities facing
environmental destruction, displacement, and threats to their ancestral ways of life. Wilber
has joined Maryknoll lay missioner Joe Loney in serving people with disabilities in the
growing town of Entre Rios in Bolivia’s tropical region.

Read stories
here

d community in the Isiboro Sécure Indigenous Territory
g with jipijapa straw. Ana Morales works with them “to
d support them in gaining more visibility.”

The indigenous artisans of the Santisima Trinidg
and National Park (TIPNIS), are skilled in wem{m
help strengthen their skills, enhance their businesses an

ABOVE: From left, Ana, Wilber, and Gaby after the May 16 covenant signing
ceremony at the Maryknoll Chapel in Cochabamba, Bolivia.

BELOW: Gaby Herndndez with some of the children from her ministry at Santisima
Trinidad community.
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HOLY GROUND

Veteran missioner and former director of mission Marj Humphrey rejoined in ' M IG R A N T S I N
2025 and, together with Joanne Blaney traveled on a special assignment to

Northern Uganda, a region that bears deep wounds from decades of war. L E B A N O N

The two led a trauma-healing, nonviolence, and restorative justice course for
leaders from 32 parishes in the Archdiocese of Gulu, then spent two months

meeting each participant on their own home turf, listening and learning
alongside them.

For several years now, Dee Dungy has been

serving refugees with Jesuit Refugee Service.

After having been based at JRS East Africa in

At the Palabek Refugee Resettlement Camp near the South Sudan border, they Nairobi, Kenya, for six years, she too took on

sat with women who had survived rape, gunshot wounds, and the deaths of ‘ a special assignment in 2025. Since April, she

family members. Marj and Joanne listened, led trauma-healing exercises, and has been working with the JRS team at the ABOVE: Refugee children in the hallway of St. joseph Church

created spaces for women to tell their stories and to discover that they were not Arrupe Migrant Center (AMC) and St. Joseph Beirut (JRS photo taken in the spring of 2026, after Israel’s g
alone. : Church in Beirut, Lebanon. bombings in southern Lebanon and Beirut brought a big new

“It has been an honor and a privilege,” Marj says, “to have been entrusted with ‘ Amid the uncertainty of the difficult situation wave of refugees to the church).
the sacred stories from so many who stand on the holy ground that is Northern in Lebanon, Dee has found a steady source
Uganda.” ' of hope in the children she serves,
providing educational support and
organizing a choir to bring a sense of

normalcy and joy to young lives.
TOP: Joanne Blaney leads a restorative justice circle in the

Archdiocese of Gulu, Uganda. Marj Humphrey is at far right.

LEFT: At a cooperative in Gulu, women gather for a peace-building

circle — sharing stories and learning restorative and trauma- Read stories
healing practices. Many of the women were abducted as children, e
endured years of abuse, and now seek community and healing after

decades of isolation.

BELOW: Marj Humphrey meets with a parish social worker in Gulu.

ABOVE: Dee Dungy (far left) with the
Jesuit Refugee Service’s Beirut team.

RIGHT: Displaced families on the veranda
of St. Joseph Church (JRS photo).

Read stories
here
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MILESTONES
OCT 24 -SEPT 25

In FY 2025, Maryknoll Lay Missioners led two
“Friends Across Borders" mission immersion
trips — one to Tanzania and one to the U.S.-
Mexico border.

During the Golden Jubilee
reunion in August, returned
missioners Don and Celine
Woznica (Class of 1981) were
honored with Maryknoll

Lay Missioners' 2025 Bishop
John E. McCarthy Spirit of
Mission Award.

Maryknoll Lay Missioners
mourned the passing of
Sam Stanton on Aug. 18.
Sam (Class of 1985-Chile)
served MKLM for more than
33 years, including 10 years
as executive director.

On March 18, Maryknoll Lay Missioners and the
Maryknoll Sisters jointly launched the Maryknoll
Monarch Initiative in El Paso, Texas. Drawing on

the geography, history, and politics of the border, this
new educational and training initiative focuses on care
for the Earth, human migration, and nonviolence.

Josh Sisolak and Marj
Humphrey were sent

After serving Maryknoll Lay Missioners for
30 years — as a missioner in Peru and as
our devoted information services manager
— Chris Keavney retired in 2025. Fred
Goddard (Class of 1985-Philippines) has
taken the reins of IT.

forth to Bolivia and East
Africa respectively on Dec.
7, 2024 at the Maryknoll
Sisters’ chapel in Ossining.
Father Juan ZGfiga, MM,
celebrated the Mass.

MISSION STATEMENT

Compelled by faith to engage with people across cultures and ethnicities,
we live, love and work with communities on the margins to promote active nonviolence and healing.

2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

mkim.org/board

Mike Wrob, Chair
Del Rio, TX

Heidi Cerneka*, Vice Chair

El Paso, TX

Colleen Kennedy
Chicago, IL

Kimberly Mazyck
Washington, DC

Debbie Cunningham, Secretary/Treasurer

Gibsonia, PA

Marie Dennis
Washington, DC

Dawn Dungy*
Nairobi, Kenya

Kelly Gibbons
Portland, OR

Catherine Heinhold**
Washington, DC

Michelle Heisner
Silver Spring, MD

* Maryknoll lay missioner

Michael P. Meehan
Creve Coeur, MO

Vicki Simon**
St. Louis, MO

Kristine Walentik
St. Louis, MO

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS:

Elvira Ramirez
Executive Director

Ana Rodrigues
Director of Operations

** Returned Maryknoll lay missioner
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FINANCIALS

FY 2025 OPERATING INCOME AND EXPENSES

Total support and income

Charitable donations

and other public support............. $2,860,448
Donor-restricted legacies............... $2,340,000
Grants from foundation ................ $1,681,645
Investmentreturns....................... $376,496
Otherincomeandgains................... $78,442
REVENUETOTAL ......ccvvvviininnennnn. $7,337,031

Program and support services expenses
Program services

MiSSIONWOIrK . ..oovoe it $2,296,276
Education and recruitment ............... $537,260
Subtotal.........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiann, $2,833,536

Support services

Fundraising .......cooviiiiiiiiii i, $522,051

Administration ......... ... $524,645

Subtotal..................oiiiiiit. $1,046,696
EXPENSES TOTAL.......ccoviiiiiinnnnnns $3,880,232
NET INCOME FROM OPERATIONS ....... $3,456,799
Change in net assets for the year...... $3,456,799
Net assetbalance ..................... $5,493,802*

*Includes $3,744,327 of Donor Restrictions

SOURCES OF FUNDS

6.2%
22.9%

Charitable donations and-
other public support $2,860,448

M Donor-restricted
legacies $2,340,000

M Grants from trust $1,681,645

Investment returns and
other income $454,938

USE OF FUNDS

B Mission work $2,296,276  59.2%
M Education & recruitment ... $537,260  13.8%
Support services................ $1,046,696  27.0%

Maryknoll Mission Association of the Faithful Inc.
is a tax-exempt, non-profit organization incorporated
in the State of New York. A copy of the complete
financial statements, audited by Craig, Fitzsimmons
& Meyer, LLP, is available at the Maryknoll Lay
Missioners headquarters in Maryknoll, New York.

MARYKNOLL LAY MISSIONERS BY THE NUMBERS




Anna Johnson dances with the students at Huruma
School for Children with Disabilities in Mwanza,
Tanzania.

Read stories
here
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